MoSeS Technical Meeting Minutes

Date: 08 February 2007
People:
Mark Birkin
Paul Townend
Andy Turner

Belinda Wu (chair)

As no one raised any angenda for this meeting and it is relatively a short time since last meeting, we skipped the reports/presentations and proceed to the discussion of the current issues in the project.

Disscussion:
1. Mapping

AT suggested that we sign up for the MasterMap. There are several advantages of the MatsterMap comparing to previous maps including:

· There are various individual layer maps eg: landscape, road etc
· Buildings come with IDs etc and 

· Different schemas can be applied to layers 

· ...

AT then suggested XML for metadata, but PT thought that parsing XML files would take too long to get the maps. MB suggested to look into GeoVue’s work to find out how they deal with IPR issues etc.

AT demonstrated a map that he managed to put in points in the map, but thought that polygons will be difficult. MB then suggested to look into LandLine maps.

After playing around with the layers and scales etc. We decided that we need a raster base map with contextual layers on top of it. The preferred format will be .eps and will investigate the conversion into geotiff format. The base map investigated on this meeting is at the regional level of the MasterMap and includes the following features:

· Roads (motor way, A roads and B roads); 

· Railways;

· Basic geographic features such as river, canal and lakes and

· Urban areas.

2. Social Services Use of MoSeS portal
MB led the discussion on how the council want to use the portal and how we should facilitate such need. Different interests from the councile have been listed in the Table 1, MoSeS Needs Analysis (disseminated by MB). In short, the council will need:

· The picture of now and future on the interested topics:
· Limiting long term illness

· Physical Disability

· Limiting Long-Term Illness (LLTI)

· Sensory Impairment

· Cardiovascular Disease (eg stroke / heart attack)

· Ethnicity
· A more user-friendly interface of the portal for ease of use

MB suggested meetings with the council people to find out the user requirements etc., possiblely involve AT and BW, too. Then PT also needs to know what is required so that he can taylor the portal interface accordingly.
3. Profiling of the Dynamic Model performance
BW briefly reported the update of the profiling of the Dynamic Model. Both profilers found are based on Eclipse 2.x, but Eclipse now is 3.x. The version issue caused the profilers uncompatible for the newer version of Eclipse that is used for development. BW found some the features profiling that may be used for profiling and will investigate in this. If this failed, then the only option is to downgrade the Eclipse.
BW also provided a rough performance comparison between the version with and without Marriage Module using the old logs. It revealed that the Marriage Module is taking considerable time to simulate. BW handed out the DB queries to PT and AT. PT thought it can be improved, but it is better to wait for the profiling results to take the discussion further.

AOB:
PT mentioned Rob Smith’s talk on GOLD, which may help us to understand and manage as a VO. PT will try to organise for us to attend.

Action points:

MB: 

· to give PT a list of perspective feature requirements for the portal to enable easy use of social service people
PT:

· to design the GUI according to the requirements provided by MB 

· to investigate the conversion of eps files to geotiff
· Outstanding actions from last time
AT:

· to investigate file size and format etc of the potential maps from MasterMap
· to provide PT the raster data of Leeds
· Outstanding actions from last time

BW:

· Profiling the current Dynamic Model

· Discussing with MB and Prof Rees on:

· means to diagnose the possible cause of the unsatisfactory results

· further development of the migration module

· Outstanding actions from last time

Next Meeting:

Date: 6th of March

Chair: PT

